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University Faculty Senate Minutes 
September 14, 2020 
Online Zoom meeting 
 
Senators in attendance: ​John Burnight (Chair), Danielle Cowley (Vice-Chair), James Mattingly 
(Past-Chair), Amy Petersen (Faculty Chair), Imam Alam, Megan Balong, Francis Degnin, Melissa 
Dobosh, Kenneth Elgersma, Gretchen Gould, Kenneth Hall, Mark Hecimovich, Thomas Hesse, 
Rob Hitlan, Charles Holcombe, Syed Kirmani, William Koch, Matthew Makarios, Nicole Skaar, 
Andrew Stollenwerk, (Fifty percent quorum met, with 19 of 20 voting senators present; the 
Faculty Chair does not vote and the Senate Chair votes only in case of a tie). 
 
Please note that Emeritus letters for petitions discussed during this meeting are appended to 
these minutes. 
 
Call to Order at 3:30 PM​ [time stamp 0:00:00] 
Following a precedent set in earlier meetings to maintain order in the Zoom virtual 
environment, all microphones were closed at the beginning of the meeting and participants 
opened them to speak only if recognized by the Chair.  Senators used yes and no buttons to vote 
accordingly, and to press neither yes nor no, if they wish to abstain from voting. 
 
Call for Press Identification 
None present 
 
Introduction of Guests 
Regular Guests:  Mark Nook, Jim Wohlpart, John Vallentine, Patrick Pease, Becky Hawbaker 
(United Faculty President), Elle Boeding (NISG President). 
Other guests:  Brenda Bass, Ana Kogl, Jennifer McNabb 
 
Courtesy Announcements 
Comments from President Nook [time stamp 0:00:54 ] 
President Nook discussed local efforts to enact mask mandates in the local community, 
especially at the city and county levels.  He announces an effort to secure a mask mandate in 
Black Hawk County.  Senators’ questions were answered, especially pertaining to COVID-related 
prevention efforts on campus, especially related to testing. 
 
Comments from Provost Wohlpart [time stamp 0:09:10] 
Recognizes our significant response to COVID-related challenges, and asks for vigilance and 
participation in our efforts to secure a mask mandate for Black Hawk County.  Working with 
faculty leaders on a means to collect regular feedback from faculty (hopefully, every 2 weeks) 
regarding how faculty are doing amid challenges we face. 
 
Comments from Faculty Chair Petersen [time stamp 0:14:10] 
Chair Petersen is impressed and thankful for faculty flexibility and resilience in the face of our 
new realities.  She warned faculty to remain vigilant to maintain our successful containment of 
COVID cases on campus, and announced that faculty leaders would work this week with our 
Government Affairs Officer and Black Hawk County to secure a county-wide mask mandate to 
support those efforts.  Finally, Chair Petersen announced that the Fall Faculty Meeting is on the 
calendar for October 19, NOT October 5 as was previously announced. 
 
Comments from United Faculty President Hawbaker [time stamp 0:17:35] 
Still thanking faculty (and students) for remaining vigilant about our collective health as a 
community.  UF will continue to be vigilant to protect your health and safety.  October 13 
through 27 will be the election of United Faculty as your bargaining representative.  She 
reminded us that a non-vote is a vote against UF’s recertification, and asked that we all 
participate in voting during the recertification election. 
 
Comments from NISG President Elle Boeding [time stamp 0:20:35] 
President Boeding again thanked faculty for everything we are doing to engage students this 
semester.  She is hearing that instructors are doing everything they can to ensure students’ 
safety in the classroom, and are often also compassionate to care for students’ mental health. 
She noted, however, that there are exceptional cases in which instructors do not follow or 
enforce safety protocols, explaining that NISG is working on a communication to students, 
instructing them how to report these safety violations. 
 
Comments from Senate Chair Burnight 
No comments from Chair Burnight today. 
 
Minutes for Approval ​[time stamp 0:25:39] 
August 24, 2020  Motion: Koch/Elgersma (Vote: 16-0-3) ​Minutes approved without revisions. 
 
Calendar Items to be Docketed for the September 28 Meeting: 
1519​  ​UCC and GCCC Program Changes​ [time stamp 0:27:00] 
Motion: Holcombe/Makarios (Vote: 18-0-1)​ Proposal docketed for the next meeting. 
  
Docket Items 
1388​  ​Dennis Clayson emeritus request (Marketing)​ [time stamp 0:28:17] 
Motion: Kirmani/Stollenwerk (Vote: 17-0-2)​  Emeritus request approved; Syed Kirmani provided 
comments. 
1389​  ​Mary Stichter emeritus request (Teaching)​ [time stamp 0:29:38] 
Motion: Skaar/Balong (Vote: 16-0-2)​ Emeritus request approved; Megan Balong provided 
comments. 
1390​  ​Kenneth McCormick emeritus request (Economics)​ [time stamp 0:31:20] 
Motion: Alam/Mattingly (Vote: 16-0-2)​ Emeritus request approved; John Burnight provided 
comments, reading from his letter of support. 
1391​  ​Charles Adelman emeritus request (Art)​ [time stamp 0:32:52] 
Motion: Hall/Elgersma (Vote: 18-0-1)​ Emeritus request approved; Kenneth Elgersma provided 
comments. 
1392​  ​Budget consultation with Vice President Michael Hager​ [time stamp 0:34:42] 
Consultation completed with Executive Vice-President Hager.  Details from his presentation can 
be found at the link above, attached to the senate petition. 
1393​  ​Petition to discharge the Ad Hoc Faculty Senate Summer Advisory Council​ ​[time stamp 
0:47:49] 
Motion: Cowley/Mattingly (Vote: 18-0-1)​  Faculty Senate Summer Advisory Council was 
discharged. 
1394​  ​Proposed constitutional changes related to term/temporary faculty voting eligibility​ [time 
stamp 0:49:41] 
Motion:  Hecimovich/Hesse (Vote: 16-0-3)​ This item was tabled for the next meeting. 
1395​  ​Charge for the next phase of the General Education Re-envisioning Committee​ [time 
stamp 0:51:16] 
Motion: Degnin/Kirmani (Vote: 17-0-2)​  The draft charge for the General Education committee 
and its membership were approved.  A significant discussion ensued regarding the intended 
functions of the new General Education committee.  Especially, much discussion highlighted the 
opportunity to include significant elements of diversity and justice in the new General Education 
curriculum.  Co-chairs Brenda Bass and Ana Kogl answered questions from senators and other 
meeting participants. 
 
Other New Business 
No additional new business 
 
Adjournment at 4:38 PM ​[time stamp 1:08:30] 
Motion for adjournment: Kirmani/Elgersma  
 
Minutes submitted by James Mattingly, Immediate Past-Chair of the Faculty Senate  
 
 
 
 
 
 
